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ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS (ALN) 

Context and Principles
This policy is intended to ensure that all children, including those with additional learning needs and disabilities achieve their potential, make progress in their learning and are fully included in the life of Victoria C.P. School. 

The Governors and staff of Victoria CP School are committed to the education of all pupils by making suitable provision for those pupils with additional learning needs. Victoria CP School celebrates diversity and all kinds of achievement. We strive to meet the individuality of each pupil, ensuring they reach their full potential through effective teaching and support. Pupils are encouraged to develop independent learning skills that will prepare them for the wider community and adult life – removing barriers to achievement. Pupils with additional learning needs will: 

· Receive high quality provision within the resources available 
· Have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, in mainstream education as far as possible. 
· Be encouraged to be involved in every aspect of school life: social inclusion is seen as integral to the self-development of every child at the school.

This policy is intended to be a brief, working document which enables:

· All staff to understand the entitled provision offered to our children with ALN and their roles and responsibilities to meet the pupils’ needs
· Parents to understand what additional support their child may be given if they suspect their child has an ALN or if an ALN has been identified or if their child has a disability
· Governors so that they can hold school to account and ensure that our provision for children with ALN is met robustly and appropriately
This policy is informed by The Special Educational Needs (Provision of Information by Local Education Authorities) (Wales) Regulations 2002, the Inclusion and Pupil Support Act (2006), the ALN Code of Practice for Wales 2002 (Sections 1.22 and 1.23), the Equality Act (2010) and A Curriculum for all Learners (2010). It will require further amendments when the ALN Bill (Wales) is implemented. Moreover, it is intended to be read alongside Accessibility Policy, Equal Opportunity policy, MAT policy, it is not intended to replace these policies.
The term ‘additional learning needs’ (ALN) is used to identify pupils whose learning needs are additional to the majority of their peers. The term ‘special educational needs’ (SEN) is a sub category of additional learning needs which is used to identify those learners who have severe, complex and/or specific learning difficulties as set out within the Education Act 1996 and the SEN Code of Practice for Wales.

Pupils are more likely to have additional learning needs (ALN) when they also belong to vulnerable groups including: 

( minority ethnic groups; 

( refugees/asylum seekers; 

( migrant workers; 
( looked-after children (LAC) and vulnerable learners; 

( young parents and pregnant young women; 

( young offenders; 

( children and families in difficult circumstances; 

( pupils at risk of homophobic bullying; 

( young carers; 

( pupils educated otherwise than at school; 

( pupils learning English as an additional language; 

( school refusers and school phobics; and 

( gypsies and travellers.

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS

At Victoria C.P. School, we believe that the provision of support for children with additional learning needs should enhance learning through the early identification of a “Special Educational Need”. Indeed,
early identification means that support/provision can be put in place before a large gap widens between progress and attainment of a child with an SEN and the progress and attainment of a child without an identified SEN. 

1) What is a special educational need? 

A child or young person has a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them if they:

a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age;

b) Have a learning disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the local area
c) Are under compulsory school age and fall within the definition of a) or b) or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them
There are four primary areas of need, though it is recognised that some children may have needs in more than one category or a need which is difficult to categorise:

1. Communication and interaction;

2. Cognition and learning;

3. Emotional, social and behavioural development;

4. Sensory and /or physical.

2) The importance of early intervention.

The benefits of early identification are widely recognised; identifying need at the earliest point that a physical, sensory, learning or mental health need presents itself, and then providing good interventions, improves long term outcomes for the child. Whilst for many children and young people, their needs can be identified at birth or at an early age, some difficulties only become evident as children grow and develop. It is therefore important that all those who work with children are alert to emerging difficulties and respond early. In particular, parents know their children best, and it is important that all school staff listen and understand when parents express concerns about their child’s development.

Levels of Provision

The levels of SEN provision are governed by the Graduated Response of the SEN Code of Practice and are as follows:

· Early Years Action/School Action (EYA/SA) Children will have Individual Education Plans (IEP's) devised in consultation with the pupil, parents, class teacher and ALNCO.

· Early Years Action Plus/School Action Plus (EYAP/SAP) as above but with input and/or teaching from outside agencies, such as the Educational Psychologist.

· Additional Resources at School Action Plus (ARSAP) A formal agreement issued by the authority.

· Statement A statutory agreement of Special Educational Needs issued by the authority.

MULTI AGENCY WORKING

All children on the Additional Learning Needs register are monitored closely by their class teachers, support staff, Headteacher and the ALNCO. Where progress is deemed unsatisfactory and/or a special educational need has been identified it maybe decided to refer to an outside agency after first obtaining the parent/carer’s consent.
Throughout the year, the school works closely with range of advisory staff from the authority to best meet the needs of the children on our Additional Learning Needs Register.

These advisors include:-

Educational Psychologist 

We have a psychologist designated to our cluster and we receive designated time slots each year in which we can choose how we will use the time allocated to us.  This may take the form of discussion and advice for specific children either with the class teacher or the ALNCO; discussion about issues relating to the whole school with the whole staff or assessment of individual children.  (Written parental permission is sought before a psychologist is able to interview a child).

Inclusion Officer
Meetings take place once a term with the ALNCO.  Information about the pupils on the Additional Needs Register is discussed and specific advice or actions may be sought.

Educational Social Worker (ESW) 

Our ESW is designated to schools in this cluster.  Advice from the ESW may be sought in matters relating to home/school liaison, attendance and punctuality and child services.  Meetings take place with ALNCO on a monthly basis. (The services of the ESW are available to parents).

EAL Advisor 
We have several member of staff from the EAL team who work with groups of pupils in both the infant and junior departments, supporting basic language acquisition.

We work with a range of agencies including professionals from the following agencies:
· CAMHs/East Neurological Development Team (NDT)
· Speech and Language Therapy

· Occupational Therapy

· Physiotherapy

· TAC
· Primary Steps

· School Nurse

· North East Wales Sensory Support Service (NEWSSS)
· Literacy Support Service
· Behaviour Support Service
· Safeguarding and Support Service
· Speech and Language Outreach Service
· Social services and LAC team
· Pre School Development Team (PSDT)
· Community Paediatrician

INCLUSION AND INTEGRATION
Provision of support for children with ALN should enhance learning through targeted and appropriate support to enable children with ALN to good levels of progress in line with their individual potential
Children with ALN are the whole school’s responsibility and all teachers are teachers of children with ALN. The class teachers are responsible for ensuring that appropriate provision and support are provided for children with ALN either by themselves or through delegation of specific tasks to a teaching assistant (TA) or individual support worker.

Specific planning and provision of meaningful learning experiences, training of all staff and the implementation of policies and procedures to ensure suitable and robust provision for children with ALN is maintained and delivered, is the responsibility of the Additional Learning Needs Co-ordinator (ALNCo).
The Governing Body will hold the school accountable in ensuring that children with ALN make progress. The ALNCO will provide a yearly report to Governors which will highlight the progress made by our ALN pupils. 

Many of the children who are not progressing as expected, or who are falling behind their peers can have their needs met:

· quality first teaching
· differentiation
· by receiving additional support from teaching assistants, 
· by being exposed to a wider range of learning strategies and teaching approaches
· through modified classroom organisation

· through provision of ancillary equipment and aids 

· by ensuring parents are kept fully informed about the progress of their child and the ways in which they can support their child at home

However there are some children who require support and/or interventions that are additional to or different from those normally provided as part of the differentiated curriculum and they will be given additional ALN Support. A child should be provided with such support following discussion with parents about the identified needs, the support to be provided, and how improved outcomes can be achieved.

In a small number of cases, planning will identify a need to conduct a Statutory Assessment. A child’s parent, or school may request that a local authority conduct an Education Needs Assessment. Should this be relevant to a child, the ALNCo will provide full support during the process for the parents and the other interested parties. If successful, the LA will issue a legal binding ‘Statement of Education Needs’.
Provision of support for children with additional needs should enhance learning through a high quality partnership between parents and school so that children’s needs are clearly identified and supported both at home and at school.
Where a child has an identified SEN or disability, school will work closely with parents to support a child’s learning and development. In addition to the annual report, parents will be invited to a termly meeting where the child’s progress will be discussed with the class teacher. Where the progress is not as expected and/or the staff or parents have additional queries and concerns, the ALNCo will also attend to discuss next steps. The ALNCo maintains an open door policy in order to be available to meet with parents as and when need arises, either in person or by phone. The knowledge and understanding that parents have about their child is key information that can help teachers and others to meet their child’s needs.

At the ALN meeting, the ALNCo and a staff representative from the child’s class will discuss with parents, the current provision, next steps of learning and progress made by the child. Discussion can take place and if progress has been made, a decision might be taken that the child does not need any further additional SEN support. If there is a consistent lack of progress, despite additional SEN support, a decision may be made to seek further support from specialists outside agencies. 

If parents feel concerned about their child’s progress they should speak to the class teacher in the first instance. The ALNCo will also be happy to make additional meetings to listen to parent’s views and concerns. The ALNCo is also happy to provide advice to parents to enable them to support their child through home activities. If a parent is unhappy with the approach or advice given they should speak to the Headteacher.

INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLANS

Pupil Individual Education Plans (IEPs) may be devised in consultation with a range of professionals including the Educational Psychologist, ALNCO, class teacher and parents.  These pupils are given additional focused support within the classroom environment and will more than likely be given small group support outside the classroom. Their targets are SMART (specific, measureable, achievable, relevant and time-bound) and reviewed at regular intervals. Parents are encouraged to discuss their child's progress throughout the school year initially with the class teacher and/or the Additional Needs Co-ordinator (ALNCO) should the need arise.

OTHER GROUPS OF PUPILS WHO REQUIRE ADDITIONAL LEARNING SUPPORT
Access Strategy         

The LA is required to have in place a written Access Strategy and Plan, for all schools, which outlines action to improve, over time, accessibility for disabled pupils to:  

• The physical environment  

• The curriculum  

• Written communication   

 Looked After Children  

Our school will liaise closely with social workers in respect of the educational needs of children who are looked after by the Local Authority (Wrexham County Borough Council or other councils) to ensure their needs are met and effective and appropriate provision made for these pupils. Personal Education Plans (PEPs) will be written and reviewed on a termly basis with the pupil, responsible adult, Social Worker, LAC team member, ALNCo and class teacher.    

Gypsy/Traveller support  

Our school has and will continue to liaise closely with the Gypsy/Traveller support as and when it is needed, currently on a half-termly basis.
EAL support  

At the moment we have a growing numbers of EAL pupils. Their needs are assessed when they start school and they receive support within the classroom as needed in addition to any extra support. Prior to any SEN support, the EAL Hypothesis Stages must be followed and discussed with Rona Lewis from the EAL service.
This policy will be reviewed in December 2021.
